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BELIEVE US: YOU WANT A PIECE OF THIS—THE DEBUT OF THE

ATLANTAN’S MORE-SCORCHING-THAN-EVER, FAB-FILLED

HOT LIST. WE’VE HUNTED EVERY ’HOOD AND TRACKED DOWN

EVERY TIP FOR OUR FIRST ANNUAL “BEST OF THE CITY”
ISSUE. CHECK OUT THE HOTTEST FASHION TRENDS FOR ’08;
MEET OUR CITY’S HOME DESIGN DARLING; GET HIP TO A

SLEW OF AWESOME ART EXHIBITS; AND RIDE THE MEGA-
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WAVE OF NEW RESTAURANT OPENINGS. IN 16 GLAM-PACKED

PRODUCED BY SARAH GLEIM

TEXT BY CHRISTOPHER BARRY, DANNY

PAGES, WE ZOOM IN ON THE ATL’S LATEST AND GREATEST

BONVISSUTO, SARAH CROSLAND,

HAPPENINGS THROUGHOUT THE WORLDS OF STYLE, DESIGN,

KRISTA DERBECKER GILLIAM, SARAH
GLEIM AND NANCY STAAB

THE ARTS, DINING AND MORE. READY TO FALL HARD FOR
THIS CITY ALL OVER AGAIN? WE’VE GOT THE GOODS FOR 2008.
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ROCK ON!
Indulge your
subversive streak with
lavish, handcrafted, oneof-a-kind jewelry by
fashion darling and CFDA
nominee Justin Giunta. His Subversive
jewelry line of reconfigured vintage pieces
walks the line between baroque and boldly
modern. Decadence is in, so load up on
cascading necklaces that conjure “sunken
pirates’ treasure,” astronomy-inspired cluster
bracelets and Duquette-like coral branch
earrings. All available exclusively at Belvedere.
404.352.1942 or www.belvedereinc.com.

STYLE

UNDER WHERE? >>
Buckhead’s newest lingerie store, The Blue
Corset Co., isn’t keeping anything secret. It’s
where savvy shoppers have their pick of sexy,
hard-to-find brands like La Perla, BaciruBati
and Ying Li. Too shy to buy a bustier in
Buckhead? Owner Amanda Nixon also sells the
same lovely lingerie online. 404.898.0420
or www.thebluecorsetco.com.

The Blue Corset Co.
owner Amanda Nixon

MORE IN STORE!

In 2009 it’ll be goodbye Rodeo Drive, hello Streets of Buckhead!

ICONIC: Bottega Veneta’s
limited-edition Cabat tote

OSCAR de la RENTA Atlanta’s beautification project just got another
boost. Dashing Dominican designer Oscar de la Renta is
bringing his elegantly-crafted confections to Streets of Buckhead
in fall 2009. His tony, two-level boutique with 2,850 square feet of
fashionable frocks will have us all Oscar-bound. www.oscardelarenta.com.

BOTTEGA VENETA Our platinum AMEX is itching to bust down the door at Bottega Veneta and run rampant
through the collection of handbags. Known for their leather goods and ready-to-wear lines, they have
retail stores from Spain to Saudi Arabia, but this will be their first location in the ATL. www.bottegaveneta.com.
HERMÈS Home of the iconic Birkin bag, Hermès will clone the style and sophistication of its Madison
Avenue shop when it opens the doors to its flagship Streets of Buckhead location next year. (So far
there are no plans for the Lenox store to close.) We can’t wait to see what’s in those signature orange
boxes! www.hermes.com.
PSST Also in the works for The Streets of Buckhead are Domenico Vacca, Etro, Loro Piana,

Borrelli, AG Adriano Goldschmied and Vilebrequin. More name-dropping to come…
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Every time we stop by Lenox Square, we find
another favorite store. Just in the last few
months, the arrival of the British bath and
body store Lush forever changed our concept
of a bubble bath (can you say fizzing bath
bombs?); California-based home design store
Shabby Chic now has us longing for floral
and chintz; and Italian clothing line Diesel
convinced us that skinny jeans are the way to
go. These days, though, we’ve found two
more obsessions: For the hippest fashionistas,
the new Calvin Klein store features the White
Label line, and for the ultra prep in all of us,
the Ralph Lauren Boutique now has two
levels featuring both clothing and home
sections. 404.233.6767 or www.lenoxsquare.com.

SWEDE DREAMS
If you’re like us, you find yourself a little short
of breath every time you see the massive
posters at Atlantic Station announcing the
arrival of the Swedish clothing company
H&M. Until now, if we wanted any of the
fashionable (and unbelievably inexpensive)
apparel, we’d have to make a trip to one of our
northern neighbors—and trust us, we did! But
finally, H&M is making its debut in the South
this spring, and with previous guest designers
including Karl Lagerfeld, Victor & Rolf and
Roberto Cavalli, we’re keeping our fingers
crossed for another fab collaboration just in
time for the grand opening. www.hm.com.

BLUE CORSET CO. PHOTO AND PORTRAIT BY YVONNE BOYD. TOTE PHOTO COURTESY BOTTEGA VENETA. NECKLACE PHOTO COURTESY BELVEDERE.

...TIL YOU DROP

MODEL CITIZEN

HIS COOLNESS:
Bill Hallman in his Virginia
Highland boutique

When the National Black Arts Festival
held its first Fine Art and Fashion
luncheon last year, we were thrilled to
see fashions modeled by local celebrities
like Karyn Greer and Monica Pearson.
But on February 12, guests are in for an
extra special treat when supermodel
Iman speaks at this year’s luncheon at
Mason Murer Fine Arts. The event,
which celebrates the work of artists of
African descent, is a perfect fit for the
actress and designer, who was born in
Somalia, lived in Kenya and is now
based in the United States. www.nbaf.org.

“Atlantans have individual
style and aren’t afraid to
stand out in a crowd. Spring
here will be an explosion of
color with a refreshing
approach to artistic detail.”
—Bill Hallman, on Atlanta fashion

8 RUNWAYS TRENDS FOR SPRING ’08
1. TRAVEL AND LEISURE Choose from the safari styles
set forth by Oscar de la Renta and Elie Tahari. Or
opt for a travel-inspired item from Pucci’s
“Roadtrip Across America” palate of sun-bleached
and Navajo colors. The road to no-wear ends here.

2. BLACK AND WHITE Worn alone or punched with a
single bright color, black and white is seen on the
runways of Gucci, Rick Owens and Lanvin. It’s
fashion’s answer to the age-old riddle, “What’s black
and white and yellow all over?”

Nina Ricci’s spring shows. Saint or sinner? Truth
or dare? The bigger the gray area, the better.

8. BEYOND BORDERS Multicultural ethnic style, from
reinterpreted India (saris and turbans) by Hermès,
to tribal by Oscar de la Renta, to harem pants by
Phillip Lim. It’s the season’s passport to looking
good on days when you can’t zip the skinny jeans.

Lanvin gets
ruffled for spring.

PHOTO OF BILL HALLMAN BY YVONNE BOYD. PHOTO OF IMAN COURTESY GETTY IMAGES. RUNWAY PHOTO COURTESY LANVIN.

3. WEAR SHORT SHORTS! Take a cue from Anna Sui,
Doo.Ri and Derek Lam, and wear your shortest
short shorts ever. Do extra lunges at the gym and
look good wearing diddly-squat.
4. LEADING LADY Romance is strong this spring, as

SAKS ATTACKS!
Saks Fifth Avenue has snagged several new
designer lines and we couldn’t be more
thrilled. First there’s a brand-spanking-new
Fendi handbag boutique so you can stock up
on those hotter-than-hot quilted baguettes in
every tropical-cocktail-color under the sun—
from fuschia to apple-green. And once you get
that perfect bag, it’s easy to get resort-ready
with the debut of the Italian line Etro to Saks’
couture collection. Channel Talitha Getty
with this Italian house’s trademark caftans and
bohemian-chic ensembles. Not really a highend hippy-chick? Then spring for Badgley
Mischka’s new (and rather chi-chi!) line of
sportswear. And definitely save the date for
Chanel’s spring trunk show on February 27
and 28. 404.261.7234 or www.saks.com.

seen in the flowing, fluttering layers by Versace
and Jil Sander, bold florals by Michael Kors,
Bill Blass and Tracy Reese, and lavish ruffles
from Lanvin. Sugar and spice and everything
nice are what fashionistas are made of.

5. THE COLD SHOULDER Show off clean clavicles with
strapless, asymmetrical and halter tops from the
collections of Donna Karan, Calvin Klein, Badgley
Mischka and Vera Wang. You always knew that
décolletage degree would come in handy.
6. THE NAKED TRUTH! Underwear is outerwear in
the form of bra-lets, corsets and dresses with
back closures, like in the collections of Lela
Rose, BCBG, Jean Paul Gaultier and Betsey
Johnson. You made it through the wilderness,
why dress like a virgin?

7. MUTED COLORS Expect an expanded neutral
palette, as seen in Armani, Stella McCartney and
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SILVER STAR
The runways were
streaked with silver
for the spring
fashion collections
as designers rolled
out their platinum
hits. Our pick for
the metallic with
the most-est comes
from the silver fox
himself, G i o r g i o
Armani. Slink into
this plunging downto-there silver gown
f r o m A r m a n i ’s
spring 2008 readyto-wear collection
and you are sure to
shine brighter than
all the stars in the
firmament. The red carpet trippers will have
nothing on you in this lethal, liquid metal
number. 404.814.0086 or www.giorgioarmani.com.

The new Sid Mashburn men’s store in the Westside

SUITS US!
The newest designer on the block has major credentials.
Designer Sid Mashburn describes his new eponymous men’s
store in the Westside as “a store for guys who like clothes, or
for guys who don’t know about clothes and are looking for someone to shepherd them… we’re
somewhere between a fashion shepherd and a style concierge.” This Mississippi native has worked
as design director for J.Crew; as senior design director for Ralph Lauren; and was VP of design for
Tommy Hilfiger, but he always dreamed of opening his own men’s store and is happy to be back
in his native South. The chic store offers hard-to-find, luxury men’s items from Creed fragrances
to Globe-Trotter leather goods. And you can definitely expect looks you won’t find anywhere
else—Mashburn designs his own clothing line, which includes items like $500 cashmere sweaters.
“Our clients include everyone from an 18-year-old to a much older man. We want to serve all
different kinds of men.” 404.650.7135 or www.sidmashburn.com.

“I believe if you’re going to spend the money on a piece,
it should be unique with great embellishments—luckily for
me, this season is all about that. The shows for spring are
full of colors that really pop.” —Jenn Ripley, owner of clothing boutique Luxe
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Former NBA star Shandon Anderson might
seem like an unlikely source to bring you
Badgley Mishka handbags or dresses from Trina
Turk, but his new luxury boutique in Atlantic
Station, Nani Sensorium, does just that. And
if you were thinking of spoiling yourself with
something that doesn’t necessarily go in your
closet, his Aveda concept salon, Nani Salon
and Spa, recently moved to Atlantic Station
from its popular Buckhead locale. 404.446.4081
or www.nanisensorium.com.

Former NBA pro Shandon Anderson

SID MASHBURN PHOTO BY YVONNE BOYD. SHANDON ANDERSON PORTRAIT BY YVONNE BOYD. RUNWAY PHOTO COURTESY ARMANI.

ON THE BALL

CARTIER HAS THE BLUES AND IT COULDN'T BE MORE BECOMING. THE LUXE JEWELRY
PURVEYOR RECENTLY ROLLED OUT A NEW LINE OF MEN'S AND WOMEN'S WATCHES

HEEL THYSELF!
Sarah Jessica Parker made them the must-have
shoe as Carrie Bradshaw on Sex and the City, and
A-listers still line up on the red carpet sporting
the latest and greatest stilettos from the shoe
god, Jimmy Choo. This spring, slither into the
Azara sandal ($1,050) in emerald green and
metallic gold snakeskin from Choo’s spring
2008 line and you’re sure to charm anyone in
sight. Perfect for the turquoise waters of Turks
and Caicos or the clifftops of Capri, these
resort-ready sandals will have you channeling
Cleopatra. We especially love the sexy
bracelet-like ankle strap with the dangling
gold-link chain. More a modernist at heart?
You’ll want a pair from Choo’s new Mondrian
line of heels, like the Iowa ($650)—
they’re bold and just as graphic,
with strokes of black and
pops of color just
like the artist the
new line’s named
for. Who wouldn’t
answer to these
come-hither heels?
404.475.2800 or
www.jimmychoo.com.

CALLED BALLON BLEU DE CARTIER AND WE WERE INSTANTLY BESOTTED. WHY BLUE?
BECAUSE THE WATCH BOASTS A SIZEABLE SAPPHIRE CABOCHON AS BRILLIANT AS
THE CARIBBEAN SEA. AND SHOULD YOU DESIRE EVEN MORE SPARKLE, SEVERAL
VERSIONS COME WITH SINGLE OR DOUBLE BANDS OF ROUND-CUT DIAMONDS,
ENOUGH BLING TO BANISH ANY BLUES. 404.841.0840 OR WWW.CARTIER.COM.

Jimmy Choo’s
hot new Azara
sandal

SANDAL PHOTO COURTESY JIMMY CHOO. TOM FORD AND JUDITH RIPKA IMAGES COURTESY NEIMAN MARCUS.

PROJECT LINGERIE
Atlantan Mychael Knight has never been
the subtle type. The Project Runway star and
local clothing designer’s works have been
seen on celebs from Ciara to Queen Latifah
and now his looks are hitting the runway
again—only this time with a little less fabric
and a lot more sex appeal. His newest line,
Kitty & Dick (yes, Kitty & Dick) goes on
sale this month and is devoted strictly to
intimate apparel. But don’t expect to find
these looks in a catalog. Knight debuted the
line last month with his “Kitty & Dick suite,”
a monthly entertainment showcase in which
the line’s models, “Kitty’s Litter” (think the
Pussycat Dolls meet Victoria’s Secret
models), perform with celebrity artists. If
you’re planning on checking out the
presentation next month (at presstime no
location was confirmed), anticipate guest
emcees, musical performers and plenty of
corsets and cleavage. Prices for the intimate
pieces (including several ready-to-wear items)
range from $45 to $450. www.mychaelknight.com.

BLING WITH A BANG
Tom Ford is coming to Atlanta! Well, not the
former-Gucci-god-in-the-flesh, but the next best
thing—an extension of his hot New York City
haberdashery will make its home as a mini
boutique in the newly expanded Neiman Marcus
next month. Gents-about-town should make a
beeline to Lenox to get suited up in one of Ford’s
tailored creations that reek of Savile Row, not to
mention his pampered accessories like silk
dressing gowns and velvet embroidered slippers.
Despite the Ford frenzy, Neiman hasn’t forgotten
its loyal female followers. A Balenciaga handbag
boutique is also in the works so fashionistas can
snare those cult-status leather models and multicolored python clutches. Lastly, Neiman’s
jewelry salon is also upping its sparkle quotient
with new goods from Judith Ripka, Emily
Armenta, Dominique Cohen and Mizuki.
404.266.8200 or www.neimanmarcus.com.

Clockwise from top left: A sexy suit from Tom Ford’s
eponymous men’s brand heads to Neiman Marcus.
Designer Tom Ford. Sparkles from Judith Ripka, like
this .44 total carat Monaco Sapphire ring ($5,900),
hit the jewelry salon.
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CHANGING SPACES!
The showroom vacated
by Retromodern’s move
won’t stay empty for
long. Space owner Tim
Hobby jumped at the
chance to move his
contemporary design
emporium, well, across the
street, and when he reopens
at the end of the
month, expect tons
of the fab pieces
he’s known for
(Flos, Cassina,
Minotti, Venini
and Molteni & C)
mixed with the
latest must-haves
from Milan’s famed
furniture fair. We’re
totally hot for his
smoldering Smoke
The Smoke chair
from Moooi
chairs by Moooi
member Maarten
Baas, which continue to wow the design
cognoscenti with their charred and resin-coated
forms. 404.228.4600 or www.spacemodern.com.

HOME

FANCY FACELIFT

This new designer “it” girl is fluent in style.

Interior design’s newest darling, Wendy Blount

She has brains, beauty and bravura; we
like to think of designer Wendy Blount as
Atlanta’s version of Hollywood designer
Kelly Wearstler. And like her California
quasi-counterpart, Blount spins together
distinctive interior environments with
loads of glamour and just a hint of offkilter quirkiness. She burst on the local
design radar in 2005 with her attentiongrabbing DIFFA Dining by Design
tablescape that featured a graphic citrusyellow Wearstler wallpaper and cool
seating cubes draped in lush white sheepskin throws. Now her boutique architectural and
interior design firm handles only a few clients at a time and redesigns everything from master
baths to entire homes. Her latest coup: an upcoming spread in Metropolitan Home magazine
showcasing the interiors she created for Atlantan Lauren Fuqua. And did we mention this design
diva is fluent in several languages and spent years furnishing the residences of Moscow’s top
foreign executives? Take that Kelly! 404.888.0826 or www.blountdesign.com.
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NOD TO MOD
Card-carrying modernists don’t dare miss Eero
Saarinen’s sleek furniture designs on exhibit at
the Museum of Design Atlanta (MODA)
through May 3. The innovative architect’s full
range of furniture designs are examined in this
comprehensive show, which includes archival
examples of his works and pieces so timeless
they still remain in production courtesy of
Knoll. Whether you gravitate toward the
Grasshopper Chair or Womb, pick the Tulip or
promote the Pedestal, Saarinen’s iconic pieces
exemplify modern design. 404.979.6455 or
www.museumofdesign.org.

PORTRAIT BY YVONNE BOYD.

KELLY WHO?

Atlanta Decorative Arts Center (ADAC) has
long been the premiere design destination in
the Southeast, but after years of traffic from the
trade, the building needed a spit and polish.
Now spruced up by John Portman & Associates,
ADAC has reemerged as the queen of the local
design scene with a state-of-the-art seminar
room, new designer’s lounge, freshly enclosed
corridors and even a cool, perforated steel
tower outside by sculptor Angel Orensanz.
404.231.1720 or www.adacdesigncenter.com.

Retromodern owner Scott Reilly has degrees in
Egyptian Art and Post War 20th Century Design
from Harvard. He started Retromodern.com
(it receives 250,000 visitors a month!) as an
online source for modern furnishings from
brands like Herman Miller, Alessi and Knoll in
1997. He followed that up with a storefront on
Peachtree in 2000, which moves to
its new locale and opens
February 29.

GREEN SCENE
We admit it. The word “eco-chic” sounds
like an oxymoron. Who wants to slum it
with cardboard-constructed chairs or
design-deficient blocks of salvaged wood?
Well, the newly opened Verde Home in
the Westside puts the chic into
environmentally conscious furnishings
with pieces so darn handsome you’ll
forget they’re green. We love the sinuous
Angelina leather writing desk ($1,895)
and the decidedly modern Metro bench
($1,530). Co-proprietor Laura Walker
Baird perfected her designer instincts with
several years abroad in London, Venice
and Milan, and her eclectic shop of
sustainable wood furnishings, Italian
antiques, hand-crafted Tibetan carpets
and Asian silks arranged in seamless
vignettes reveal her flair for fusion. And
don’t miss her clever examples of “upcycling.” The twisted Indian butter churns
mounted as makeshift sculptures are fab.
678.927.9113 or www.verdehomeinc.com.

Everything’s eco friendly at the new Verde Home.

PHOTOS BY YVONNE BOYD.

DON’T TELL!
Can you keep a secret? Neither can we. Mandarin
Oriental, which has properties in 23 countries
from Singapore to San Francisco, is eyeballing
Midtown for a $10 million hotel/residence
property projected for 2010. Taking a page from
the playbook of many NYC chefs and
restaurateurs, plans are also in the works to move
the U.S. development offices from the Empire
State to the ATL. And we were feeling pretty
stressed out that they wouldn’t go on the record
about it, until we heard the luxury locale will
include a three-story spa. www.mandarinoriental.com.

DIG THAT DROOG!
We can’t wait until the doors of Retromodern open at its swanky new Westside digs at the end of
the month. Owner Scott Reilly is filling the new 20,000-square-foot space on Brady Avenue with
much of the same 20th-century and contemporary lines—think Alessi, Kartell, Fritz Hansen,
Herman Miller, Knoll and Vitra—that we’ve grown to love. But it’s the addition of the oh-so-witty
design collective Droog to its roster of contemporary craftsmen that has us counting down the
minutes until opening day. Since 1993, Droog’s conceptual artists have churned out one
charmingly unconventional classic after another, merging the prosaic with the thought provoking
and adding more than a dash of wry humor. Ingenious chandeliers fashioned from clustered milk
bottles; stainless steel blocks brutally shaped in to chairs with sledgehammers; and a chest
composed of a series of mismatched and topsy-turvy drawers are just a few of the irony-laden
Droog icons you can expect. 404.724.0093 or www.retromodern.com.
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Take some modern dance, mix it with extreme
athleticism, top both off with traditional
African moves and you’ve got one hot
performance by the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater. The renowned New Yorkbased dance company has wowed millions and
is heading south for seven performances at the
Fox Theatre, including the late Alvin Ailey’s
masterpiece, Revelations, a tribute to the cultural
heritage of the African-American; Saddle Up, a
performance with old western characters; and
Love Stories, with choreography from Judith
Jamison, Robert Battle and Rennie Harris.
February 28 through March 2. 404.817.8700,
www.foxtheatre.org or www.alvinailey.org.
The Sketch by Gertrude Käsebier

Georgia O’Keeffe’s Pink Tulip

FLOWER GIRL Georgia O’Keeffe springs up at the High.
Although famed artist and leader in the American Modernism movement Georgia O’Keeffe
spent a lot of her time in New Mexico, we’d like any painting with her name on in Atlanta,
and the upcoming exhibit at the High is bringing them here. OK, so it may not be all of her
paintings, but some of her best will be on display at the Georgia O’Keeffe and the Women of the
Stieglitz Circle exhibit, which features works from O’Keeffe alongside drawings, paintings and
photographs from other women who comprised the Alfred Stieglitz Circle. Look for photos
from Anne Brigman, known for her images of nude women in natural landscapes, as well as
paintings by Katherine Nash Rhoades, whose work was exhibited at Stieglitz’s 291 Gallery in
New York City. And be sure to check out the exhibit’s two special groupings that include some
of Stieglitz’s photos of his wife O’Keeffe, and O’Keeffe’s own series of red canna floral images.
February 9 through May 4. 404.733.4444 or www.high.org.

GET REEL!
Think a film can’t be written, shot and edited in
just two days? Well these won the most recent
Rapid I Movement competition, where teams of
local filmakers produce short films in just 50
hours, and they’ll all be screened at the Atlanta
Film Festival April 10–19. www.atlantafilmfestival.com.

1. TIBBET’S TRUST From Ten-X Films and led by
team captain Scott Balzer

2. PETUNIA From Another Look and led by team
captain Marla Johnson

3. NO VACANCY From LightHog and led by
team captain Keith Hooker

“In 2008 we have several projects that will ignite interest in
public art, including a program that will educate Atlantans
on the importance of preserving public art. And this is just
the beginning.” –Eddie Granderson, public art program manager for the City of Atlanta
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4. DONE IN ONE From Mavin Productions and led
by team captain Matthew Cornwell

5. SALES From Cougars Lite and led by team
captain Mike Friedman
5. THE UNBEARABLE RIGHTNESS OF DIVERSITY From
2 Yutes and led by team captain Matt Ruggles

GEORGIA O’KEEFFE IMAGE COURTESY THE GEORGIA O’KEEFFE MUSEUM. GERTRUD KÄSEBIER IMAGE COURTESY THE HIGH. ALVIN AILEY PHOTO COURTESY ALVIN AILEY DANCE THEATER.

SMOOTH MOVES

<< RENT ROCKS!
It won a Tony and a Pulitzer Prize for bringing
controversial topics like HIV, AIDS and
homosexuality to a traditionally conservative
medium. RENT, the powerful rock musical set in
NYC’s East Village has rocked Broadway since
1996, and will hit the stage at The Fox for
three shows in April. 404.817.8700
or www.foxtheatre.org.

THAT’S ANCIENT HISTORY
Walk like an Egyptian—or at least learn
what the people in that region of northern
Africa were doing hundreds of years before
they even became known as Egyptians. The
newest exhibit at the Michael C. Carlos
Museum of Emory University, Lost Kingdoms
of the Nile, features more than 250 objects in
materials like gold, ivory and stone, dating
back to 7000 B.C. Look for the golden royal
diadem (it’s an Egyptian crown) that will be
completely reconstructed in its entirety for
the first time. February 9 through August 31.
404.727.4282 or www.carlos.emory.edu.
RENT tells the story of impoverished artists and musicians struggling to survive in New York's Alphabet City.

NILE PHOTO COURTESY CARLOS MUSEUM. RENT PHOTO COURTESY RENT. BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN IMAGE COURTESY GETTY.

NATHAN MCCALL’S RECENT DEBUT NOVEL,

THEM, IS SET IN ATLANTA’S OLD FOURTH
WARD AND WEAVES HUMOR INTO THE
STORY OF A MAN WHO FACES ADVERSITY

PLAY DATES
If you’ve finally finished a script for local theater or you’re just starting your playwriting career, the
Alliance Theatre could be your next stop on the road to stardom. The new Alliance Theatre Atlanta
Writers Lab provides a home for Atlanta-based writers and gives them access to the Alliance’s artistic
staff and resources. Budding playwrights Suehyla El-Attar, Isma’il ibn Conner, Janece Shaffer and Ken
Weitzman were chosen to be in residence for the 2007-2008 season, and are the first to participate in
the new program. They’ll get the chance to learn from the Alliance’s experts and participate in “think
tank” activities, like sharing their own play ideas with the pros. 404.733.4650 or www.alliancetheatre.org.

IN THIS HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD.

THE BOSS IS BACK!
It seems like everything Bruce Springsteen does
is magic (his newest album, aptly titled Magic,
received a Grammy nomination for Best Rock
Album, and its single Radio Nowhere was up for
Best Solo Rock Vocal Performance and Best Rock
Song). And it’s no wonder: He recorded the
album here in the ATL at Southern Tracks
Studios with legendary producer (and Atlanta
native) Brendan O’Brien. And on April 25, The
Boss will come full circle as he heads back in
town to rock out Philips Arena with the E Street
Band. 404.878.3000 or www.philipsarena.com.

Bruce Springsteen with Steven Van Zandt
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8 COOL CULTURAL
EVENTS IN ’08
1. BILL COSBY This funny man has been making
us laugh for decades, and the comedic
legend hits the stage at The Fox for a stand
up performance March 8. 404.817.8700 or
www.foxtheatre.org.

2. MARRIAGE OF FIGARO It’s one of the most
performed operas in the world, and the
overture, composed by Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, is especially famous. The Atlanta
Opera brings it all to life April 27 through
May 4. 404.817.8700 or www.atlantaopera.org.
3. SCULPTURE IN MOTION Atlanta Botanical
Garden will come alive when the constantly
moving sculptures of 15 contemporary
American artists are on display May 3
through October 31. 404.876.5859 or
www.atlantabotanicalgarden.org.

4. ATLANTA JAZZ FESTIVAL This 30-plus day

Abstract artist Carolyn Carr

Native Atlanta artist Carolyn Carr’s abstract
canvasses are enthralling—the interlacing, ribbonlike loops and swirls catch the eye and hold it
captive in their undulating rhythms. So it’s no
surprise her works have also caught the eye of the
art world, and now she’s poised for the limelight.
She’s got blue-chip gallery representation by Gavlak
Gallery in West Palm Beach and Spanierman
Modern in New York, and made splashes at New
York’s prestigious Armory Show last winter. This
year her solo show, CREED, runs from March 8 to
April 5 at Spanierman Modern, and she has an
exhibition at the CIRCA Puerto Rico ’08
International Art Fair. www.carolyncarr.com.

jazzapalooza hits the ATL every May
celebrating everything, well, jazz. Live
performances are scheduled all over town, but
the coup de grâce is the three-day outdoor concert
Memorial Day weekend. www.atlantafestivals.com.

5. DECATUR ARTS FESTIVAL Also held during
Memorial Day weekend, the 20th annual
Decatur Arts Festival salutes the eclectic artists
in its community. The Old Courthouse Square
comes to life with an artists’ market, music and
a literary arts tent. www.decaturartsalliance.org.

6. SWEENEY TODD There’s no Johnny Depp, but
you’ll still be blown away by this stage version
of Stephen Sondheim’s musical masterpiece
about a demon barber and his relationship with
perverse pie-shop owner, Mrs. Lovett. May
27–June 1. 404.817.8700 or www.foxtheatre.org.

HOW LOWE CAN YOU GO?
Power up the Palm Pilot or go
old school and mark your
calendar—either way, March
21 is the date Atlanta art lovers
will be counting down to in
2008. It’s when the new Bill
Lowe Gallery opens featuring
the works of Gary Komarin
and David Shapiro—the first
exhibit in the new location at
No. 5, Gary Komarin
A Suite of Blue Sea, Gary Komarin
Tw o P e a c h t r e e P o i n t e i n
Midtown. The 12,000-squarefoot, two-story gallery will be a true showplace for the gallery’s hand-picked artists, with interior
catwalks and bridges, plus 18-foot ceilings. 404.352.8114 or www.lowegallery.com.
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7. ROAD TO FREEDOM Atlanta was the launching
point for the Civil Rights Movement, so the
High’s exhibit, Road to Freedom: Photographs of the
Civil Rights Movement 1956-1968, is fitting. There
are nearly 130 images in the comprehensive
exhibition, which runs from June 7 to October
12. 404.733.4400 or www.high.org.

8. THE COLOR PURPLE Oprah was in the movie
version of this Pulitzer-Prize winning novel by
Alice Walker, and now the queen of talk is
presenting it on stage, starring Chaka Khan and
Bebe Winans, from July 15 to August 3.
404.817.8700 or www.foxtheatre.org.

PORTRAIT BY YVONNE BOYD. PAINTING PHOTOS COURTESY THE LOWE GALLERY.

A VERY DRIVEN CARR

<< THINK BIG!
Atlanta Ballet’s collaboration with Grammy
Award-winning artist Antwan “Big Boi” Patton is
the bomb! Choreographer Lauri Stallings will
match her moves with Patton’s track list—think
Morris Brown from the Idlewild soundtrack, and
two of OutKast’s works, The Way You Move
and Bombs Over Baghdad. April
10–13 at The Fox Theatre.
ONE TO WATCH!:
Playwright Tyler Perry

IT’S A MAD, MAD WORLD
Diary of a Mad Black Woman had us glued
to our seats laughing and crying—and
trying to figure out what scenes were
filmed in Atlanta. These days we can’t get
enough of Tyler Perry’s House of Payne, but
lucky for us, next month there will be
another way to get our fix of this prolific
Atlanta playwright, actor and film
director. Meet the Browns, an adaptation of
one of Perry’s plays, hits theaters in
March. And with a compelling story
about a single mother living in inner city
Chicago who finds romance when she
moves her children to Georgia, we’re
ready to watch. www.tylerperry.com.

HIP HOPPER: Big Boi’s next big gig has him mixing it up with the Atlanta Ballet.

THE PRINCE OF TIDES

ABOUT FACE

New York Times bestselling author and
bonafide Southern gentleman Pat Conroy is
making a stop in town on the 13th. He’s the
keynote speaker at Oglethorpe University’s
Oglethorpe Day, which honors Georgia’s
founder, James Edward Oglethorpe. The
day’s set up to be a lively one, too, with
bagpipes and a fancy foot race (the Petrels of
Fire Race) all ending with Conroy’s speech.
404.261.1441 or www.oglethorpe.edu.

Trinity Gallery may have changed its name after
25 years in Atlanta—it’s now Alan Avery Art
Company—but if the premier show under the
new moniker is any indication, we’re sure we can
anticipate the same high quality of work the
gallery’s offered local art lovers for the last
quarter century. To celebrate the monumental
anniversary, the inaugural show brings together
new works representing the gallery’s stable of
artists, and in a clever turning of the tables,
features pieces reflective of the gallery’s top 30
collectors. The exhibit, About Face: 25 Years and the
Collectors Who Brought Us Here, will run from
February 15 through March 29 with an opening
reception on February 15. Art enthusiasts will
have the chance to be among the first to see the
works, including pieces from flamboyant ’60s
artist Robert Ernst Marx as well as local faves
Brett Osborn and William Mize. Considering
this Buckhead gallery has already brought
Atlanta stunning contemporary art from more
than 70 artists including Andy Warhol, Robert
Rauschenberg and Jim Dine, we’ll be among the
first toasting to another 25 years. 404.237.0370 or
www.trinitygallery.com.

TRINITY GALLERY PHOTO BY YVONNE BOYD.

A NEW ’TOON
Don’t let the cartoonish quality of artist
Sebastian Picker’s paintings fool you. The
seemingly innocent pictures on exhibition at
Mason Murer Fine Arts Buckhead in April
satirize power, pomposity and corrupt
leadership with surprisingly wry and nimble
force. A native of Santiago, Chile, Picker fled
his homeland during the dictatorship of
Pinochet then went on to study in Rome
under cartoon master Paulo Di Girolamo.
404.551.3900 or www.masonmurer.com.

Alan Avery Art Company (formerly Trinity Gallery)
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<< ON A ROLL!

F

The new MF Buckhead is a swanky, more upscale
version of the original, but Chris “Magic Fingers”
Kinjo still casts his spell over what we all know is
the best sushi in the city. 404.841.1192
or www.mfbuckhead.com.

FOOD

SEXY SEQUEL: MF Sushi’s new locale in Buckhead
is just what you’d expect from, well, MF.

A CUT ABOVE: Sushi chefs at work
behind the counter at MF Buckhead

DESIGNS OF THE TIMES
Rave about the food at Kevin Rathbun Steak,
Lola or Steel and you’re only telling half the
story because their incredible interiors come
from Johnson Studio, one of the hottest design
firms in town. Fresh off a renovation at Joël—
and still celebrating kudos for their part in
Fearings in Dallas, named Restaurant of the Year
by Esquire magazine—there’s frankly no time to
rest on their laurels. Plans are in the works to
revamp the main dining room of Canoe and do
justice to Pano’s Grand Café in The Sovereign, as
well as the second location of Buckhead Life’s
Fish Market in Boca Raton, Florida. They’ll work
their magic on Ritz-Carltons from Amelia Island

Restaurant designer
extraordinaire Bill Johnson

to Puerto Rico and have several projects planned
in Chicago, including another Cenitare
restaurant with celeb chefs Rick Tramonto and
Gale Gand. www.johnsonstudio.com.

SNAG A SEAT: The vibrant
dining room at AquaKnox

HOME BREW
Forget about your typical bottled beer! One of
the country’s best pale ales is brewed right
here in the ATL. That’s right: Atlanta Brewing
Company just took home top honors for its
Red Brick Blonde at the 2007 Great American
Beer Festival—it’s the largest competition for
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beers produced in the United States. ABC,
Georgia’s oldest brewery, beat out 47 other
brews to win the gold in the Golden or Blonde
Ale category, and it’s the first time any Georgia
brewery has taken home top honors. Now
t h a t ’s s o m e t h i n g w o r t h d r i n k i n g t o !
404.355.5558 or www.atlantabrewing.com.

Whether you’re in search of succulent lobster
while you overlook Peachtree, or oyster shots
at a cozy lounge table, AquaKnox has arrived.
Straight from Vegas and complete with sexy
blue and white hues, and a waterfall in its wine
cellar, Buckhead’s newest seafood destination
leaves little doubt of its Sin City origins.
404.477.5600 or www.aquaknox.net.

PHOTOS BY YVONNE BOYD.

VEGAS, BABY!

PARISH THE THOUGHT
Jambalaya, crawfish pie, filet gumbo: You can
have good times on the bayou without
leaving Inman Park this spring with the
arrival of Parish: Foods & Goods, the newest
baby from Concentrics Restaurants. The
New Orleans-themed affair will take up
residence in the Factory Terminal building
and house a restaurant (dinner, raw bar,
outdoor dining, weekend brunch), market
(juice bar, homemade pastries) and to-go
counter (po-boys, deli sandwiches, soups and
salads). www.concentricsrestaurants.com.

“Tonya and I bought our first home in Ashford Park about 12 years ago, and
we’d drive into Buckhead to eat. Now it’s exciting to see that people in Buckhead
are finding Brookhaven. People in Virginia Highland, Morningside and East
Atlanta are finding Brookhaven. And I think it’s a testament to the fact that people
will go anywhere for great food.” —Michel Arnette, owner of Haven and Valenza in Brookhaven

HOT CROSS BUNS: A slew of goodies from Alon’s

ALON’S PHOTO BY YVONNE BOYD. SPICE MARKET PHOTO COURTESY JEAN-GEORGES VONGERICHTEN.

YOU DOWN WITH OTP?
We shed a tear (or two) when Eatzi’s left town
last year, it’s true. But our grief subsided when
we learned our favorite Virginia Highland
pastry chef, Alon Balshan, was planning a
second Alon’s bakery in the enormous space
Eatzi’s left behind. The new 11,000-square-foot
bakery off Ashford Dunwoody Road is larger
than the original, which has expanded twice
since opening in 1992. And good news for you
OTPers: Even though he has more room and a
totally high-tech kitchen, Balshan vows to
maintain the same stock of homemade baked
goods, artisan cheeses and delicious specialty
foods. 678.397.1781 or www.alons.com.

FLAVOR FULL: Spice Market in New York City

8 RESTAURANTS TO WATCH IN ’08
1. CRAFT James Beard Award-winning chef and
TV celeb Tom Colicchio is bringing Craft to
The Mansion on Peachtree in Buckhead.
Colicchio told us last year the menu will be
similar to the one in New York, with everything
served á la carte. www.craftrestaurant.com.

5. WHISKEY BAR When it comes to bars, Rande
Gerber’s the man. He’s the super-hot owner of
eight top spots in New York alone. His next
move is to the W Atlanta-Midtown where he’s
opening the Atlanta version of his wildly
successful Whiskey Bar. www.gerberbars.com.

2. IL MULINO Another NYC transplant, Il Mulino’s
menu is loaded with Italian classics like
fettuccine Alfredo and spaghettini bolognese, and
owners Gino and Fernando Masci will open the
Atlanta restaurant in One Ninety One Peachtree
Tower this spring. www.ilmulinonewyork.com.

6. SPICE MARKET We can’t think of anyone we

3. HOLEMAN & FINCH The second restaurant from
chef Linton Hopkins, Holeman & Finch Public
House’s claim to fame will be its charcuterie—
think house-made hams, sausage and salami—
and late hours. The goal is to keep the kitchen
open until 1:30AM. www.holeman-finch.com.

7. STRAITS RESTAURANT Ludacris is teaming up
with designer Bill Johnson and San Fran chef
and owner of Straits and Sino Restaurants,
Chris Yeo, to overhaul Spice in Midtown.
Expect fab dishes with Yeo’s modern spin on
Singaporean cuisine. www.straitsrestaurants.com.

4. BLT STEAK This modern steakhouse out of NYC
owned by chef Laurent Tourondel will open in
Allen Plaza at the end of the year, and will
feature Japanese Kobe and American Wagyu
along with traditional sides. www.bltsteak.com.

8. JAPANOIS It won’t open until 2009, but we
couldn’t leave Japanois out. The contemporary
Japanese restaurant from chefs Jun Ichikawa and
Gene Kato is one of the first to stake claim on
The Streets of Buckhead. www.japonaisnewyork.com.

welcome to Atlanta more than Jean-Georges
Vongerichten. He’s opening Spice Market in
the W Atlanta-Midtown in the next few
months, and will serve exotic versions of Asian
street food. www.jean-georges.com.

ENCORE, ENCORE!
Longtime Atlanta residents will remember
when the Pleasant Peasant was one of the only
fine dining establishments in the city. Well,
times have changed, and the Peasant is
changing—more like growing—with them.
Owners Maureen Kalmanson and Pamela Furr
have opened Peasant Bistro—think of it as the
Pleasant Peasant du jour—in a sexy space in the
Luckie Marietta District. Executive chef Shane
Devereux has fashioned together a French and
Mediterranean inspired menu with signature
items like duck confit, sweetbreads and coq au
vin. 404.230.1724 or www.peasantatl.com.
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Bottle of red? Bottle of white? Joël’s new
sommelier Perrine Prieur has a lot more to
offer than eenie meenie minie moe. Raised on
a vineyard in Burgundy and trained in Bordeaux,
she not only oversees Joël’s retail wine market,
but can also speak intelligently on any one of
the 750 labels in Joël’s wine cellar to diners
in search of suggestions.

REDUX AND RENEW
After last year’s renovation and overhaul, Joël is twice as nice.
Not one to rest on his laurels—and, believe us,
there are many—French chef Joël Antunes gave
his namesake restaurant a complete overhaul last
fall and, though we didn’t think it was possible to
improve on perfection, this is as close as it comes. The good news is that Johnson Studio, who originally
designed the space in 2001, bettered the bones by adding pine floors and leather banquettes with an eye
towards privacy. The bad news is that the seating capacity has been slightly reduced, making that brassring reservation a little more elusive. Antunes’ menu got a little love as well, with additions including a
pork rillette starter with cornichons and focaccia, roasted pheasant with quince, polenta and cider jus,and
a hot chocolate soufflé. Makes us hungry just thinking about it. 404.233.3500 or www.joelrestaurant.com.
BISTRO CHIC: Joël’s new
interior is warm and cozy.
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MOLTEN HOT!
Two words: wasabi booth. Two more: right now.
You and seven of your friends need to snag this
best seat in the house at Steel, the new Midtown
outpost of the Dallas restaurant, and start sucking
down some sake and sushi pronto. With
Indochine cuisine like Vietnamese “shaken beef”
and chocolate Bento box desserts, you won’t
want to share. 404.477.6111 or www.steelatlanta.com.

PHOTOS BY YVONNE BOYD.

“The Atlanta restaurant market has been growing rapidly for years
and I think it will remain the same in ’08 because of so many
restaurants coming in from outside markets. But the dining scene
here is strong and there is always plenty of room in this town for
good restaurants.” —Bob Amick, Concentrics Restaurants

THE HEAT IS ON:
The dining room at Steel

BLACK HISTORY MONTH IS A TIME OF REMEMBRANCE AND REFLECTION, AND RITZ-

BELLISSIMO!
Famed Atlanta restaurateur and master chef
Tom Catherall has done it again. Lola, the
newest restaurant from his Here to Serve
Restaurants group (the same group that
brought us Goldfish, Prime, Strip,
Shout, Twist, Noche and Posh),
is his first Italian venture. With
dishes like crispy flatbread
pizzas from the woodburning oven (the lobster
white pizza is a must-have!),
house made pastas and fresh
mozzarella, we’re kissing
our fingertips in delight that
he’s brought Italy to the
heart of Buckhead. But it’s the
antipasto bar‘s tasty fresh
veggies, cheeses and meats,
and the signature bellinis
Lola’s
a n d Italian shaved ice
signature
cocktails that have the
bellini
Buckhead business
crowd in a swivet.
This is where they’re
vying for an outdoor
fireside seat at what’s become one of the
hottest happy hours in town. 404.892.9292 or
www.heretoserverestaurants.com.

CARLTON, ATLANTA EXECUTIVE CHEF YVES SAMAKE UNDERSTANDS THIS PERFECTLY. HE’S
COMBINED CULINARY WITH CULTURE IN A SIGNATURE FOUR-COURSE DINNER FOR JUST
$78 ($108 WITH WINE PAIRINGS) THIS MONTH. FOCUSING ON NORTH AFRICAN CUISINE, THE
MENU INCLUDES SEAFOOD TAGINE, QUAIL PIE AND COUSCOUS WITH MARINATED MEATS,
AS WELL AS WINES FROM KEN FORRESTER, A SOUTH AFRICAN WINEMAKER WHOSE
BOTTLES WERE THE EXCLUSIVE VINOS POURED AT NELSON MANDELA’S 85TH BIRTHDAY.
SELECT DATES IN FEBRUARY; 404.659.0400 OR WWW.RITZCARLTON.COM.

BELLINI PHOTO AND KEVIN RATHBUN STEAK PHOTO BY YVONNE BOYD. RATHBUN’S AND KROG BAR PHOTO COURTESY KEVIN RATHBUN.

HIGH TIMES
Sure, you could pay your admission and see
the exhibits like everyone else, but you’re
looking for a swankier way to support the
High Museum of Art and we have just the
thing. Book an exclusive $500 seat for the
Arvid Artist Dinner at the studio of
renowned wine artist Thomas Arvid—part
of the 16th-annual High Museum Wine
Auction, the largest charity wine auction
benefiting the arts, and the biggest benefit
for the High—and sample not one, not two
but 16 of Arvid’s favorite reds and whites
paired with treats made by chef Ford Fry of
JCT Kitchen. And if that’s not sweet
enough, Country Music Award-nominated
singer and songwriter Monty Powell and
jazz singer Anna Wilson will be there to set
the night to music with an intimate acoustic
performance. (March 26, 6:30PM.) If you
want to be part of the group that sends this
sweet 16 event off with a bang, score
tickets to The Big Finish—the swanky
soiree with more great wine, food, a
smokin’ dance band and a not-so-silent
auction. Tickets are just $100 each, $75 for
members of the High. (March 29, 7PM.)
404.733.5335 or www.atlanta-wineauction.org.

TRIPLE THREAT
With his veritable culinary empire thriving in
Inman Park—Rathbun’s, Krog Bar and Kevin
Rathbun Steak—what in the world does
chef/restaurateur Kevin Rathbun do in his spare
time? Team up and with his brother Kent, who
runs Abacus and Jasper’s in Dallas, to take on Iron
Chef America, of course. On February 24 at 10PM,
both Rathbuns will make their debut on the
popular Food Network show and put their
collective credentials on the line against an
“unknown” competitor. Though the show was
filmed months ago, the brothers are mum on both
the secret ingredient and outcome. Either way,
Atlanta Community Food Bank wins because chef
Kevin is hosting a benefit the night of the show
at Kevin Rathbun Steak. Fifty dollars gets you food,
beer and wine from 8:30 to 9:45PM and unlimited
trips to the dessert buffet before the episode airs.
404.524.5600 or www.kevinrathbunsteak.com.

Clockwise from left: Kevin Rathbun’s Steak is the
newest of Rathbun’s restaurants; after years working
for restaurateurs like Ella Brennan and Pano
Karatassos, Rathbun went out on his own and opened
Rathbun’s in 2004; Krog Bar is just next door to
Rathbun’s and is Inman Park’s best place for happy hour.
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CARBO-NATION
Who can forget the 1985 marketing
debacle that was New Coke? Why
change a good thing, right? Well, Coke’s
made changes again, but this time it’s at
The NEW World of Coca-Cola, and the
change is for the better. The new 92,000square-foot museum is now home to
more than 1,000 artifacts from around
the world that have never been on public
display, including the original Barefoot
Boy, an oil painting Norman Rockwell
created for a Coca-Cola calendar in
1931. There’s also the fantastic Pop
Culture Gallery, which features works
from renowned artists like Andy Warhol
and Howard Finster. But it’s the real,
functioning bottling facility, where it
takes just 45 seconds to fill and cap an
empty bottle, that’s most impressive.
404.676.5151 or www.woccatlanta.com.

ONLY IN ATLANTA!

IGNITE YOUR INNER FLAME

A member of Dames Aflame in full costume

raucous performance that combines often
politically incorrect comedy, edgy skits and, of
course, plenty of scantily clad women contorting
and cavorting across the stage. But don’t be shy.
Go ahead and shell out the $150 for the fourperson VIP table right up next to the stage. Just
understand, you could end up part of the show.
404.875.1667 or www.damesaflame.com.

Oversized Coca-Cola folk art bottles

SPOT ON!

HOME AT LAST: A new leopard whipray
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First it introduced whale sharks to Atlanta—
and the country—and became the only
aquarium outside of Asia to feature them. Next
it rescued a beluga whale from its tank beneath
a roller coaster at a Mexico City amusement
park. And now the Georgia Aquarium has
added four new leopard whiprays collected off
an island group on the west coast of Taiwan.
All four are males—the largest is 8.3 feet
long!—and are covered from head to tail in a
spotted pattern resembling the fur of a leopard.
That makes the Aquarium home to the largest
collection of leopard whiprays in the
United States. Surprised? Neither were we.
404.581.4000 or www.georgiaaquarium.org.

ONCE A BRAVE, ALWAYS A BRAVE. AT
LEAST THAT’S WHAT TWO-TIME CY
YOUNG AWARD-WINNING PITCHER
TOM GLAVINE THINKS. HE’S DITCHED
HIS METS UNIFORM (FINALLY!) AND
IS HEADING BACK HOME TO FINISH
OUT HIS STELLAR CAREER WHERE IT
STARTED, THE ATL.

WHIPRAY PHOTO COURTESY THE GEORGIA AQUARIUM. COCA-COLA PHOTO COURTESY COCA-COLA. DAMES AFLAME PHOTO BY YVONNE BOYD.

Sure, you can find women dressed in elaborate
showgirl costumes dancing alongside men in
drag, or even an Elvis impersonator or two in any
of a dozen party towns (hello, Vegas?), but we
rather like the ATL’s own feisty blend of
burlesque. Once every month the legendary
Dames Aflame put on their Southern burlesque
show of vaudevillian descent at the Laughing
Skull Lounge adjacent to the burger-loving
paradise, The Vortex. (Quick tip: You have to
enter through The Vortex, where tickets are sold
down the hallway just past the bathrooms.) And
trust us, this show’s not for the meek: It’s a

8 ONLY-IN-ATLANTA
EVENTS FOR ’08

Hercules,
first century AD

1. ON YOUR MARK! The sixth annual Tour de
Georgia has the world’s top bikers racing
through the state from April 21–27 with stops
in 12 different spots (including Atlanta, of
course!) along the way. Unleash your inner
Armstrong and cheer along the race course.

2. SWEET! Everyone loves a comeback story, and

Book of the Dead,
ca. 1075–715 BC

the historic district on Auburn Avenue is one of
Atlanta’s best resurgens. A thriving AfricanAmerican community in the ’20s, ’30s and ’40s,
Auburn Avenue is again an epicenter of
Atlanta’s cultural arts, and all that’s celebrated at
the Sweet Auburn Springfest May 9–11.

3. FUN RUN How’s that New Year’s resolution
going? Stretch it out another six months for
the 38th annual Peachtree Road Race on
July 4. It’s the world’s largest 10K, where a
collective 34 million calories are burned!
4. FOR ART’S SAKE! History and culture come
alive at the celebration of The National Black
Arts Festival July 18–27. Now in its 20th year,
the popular festival includes everything from
artists’ markets and bookfairs to performances
by the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.
5. TEE TIME Golf doesn’t get much better than
watching the world’s 30 best pros battle it out
at the PGA Tour Championship at East Lake
Golf Club. Not a bad way to spend September
9–14, even if it is still 90 degrees outside.
6. MUSICAL FOOTPRINT Exactly what does green
sound like? Find out at the second annual Echo
Project music festival in September. The threeday event (The Killers and The Flaming Lips
were among last year’s lineup) is committed to
alternative fuel sources, waste management and
habitat restoration.

Paestan calyx krater by Python, ca. 350 BC

FRENCH CONNECTION!
Paris came to Peachtree in the fall of 2006 and since then, more than 500,000 visitors (us
included!) have marveled over the unprecedented collaboration between the High Museum
and the Musée du Louvre. The three-year partnership opened with the Kings as Collectors, which
highlighted paintings and sculptures acquired by Louis XIV and Louis XVI, so don’t expect
anything less in ’08. This year you’ll get the chance to see extraordinary pieces from the
Louvre’s Egyptian, Near Eastern and Greco-Roman antiquities as part of the Louvre and the Ancient
World exhibition (through September 7); the Eye of Josephine (through May 18) showcases more
than 60 masterworks from the collection of Empress Josephine—think frescoes, bronzes,
marbles and Egyptian sculptures; and Houdon at the Louvre (June 7–September 7) will feature 20
works by French neoclassical sculptor Jean-Antoine Houdon, including busts of Diderot,
Voltaire, George Washington and Benjamin Franklin. Kudos to High director Michael E.
Shapiro for forging this artful alliance! 404.733.4400 or www.louvreatlanta.org.

PHOTOS COURTESY THE HIGH MUSEUM.

7. ICE, ICE BABY! We know it’s not Rockefeller
Center, but Centennial Olympic Park’s
outdoor ice skating rink (open from
November to January) is the ultimate place to
do your best Dorothy Hamill, at least below
the Mason-Dixon line.

8. TAILGATE TOWN Any Southerner will tell you:
The SEC is the toughest in college football. On
December 12, the east and west divisions battle
it out at the Dome for the SEC Championship,
and with five top-ranked teams going into the
2008 season, it’s sure to be a great match-up.

THE NEXT MILLENNIUM

THE KING STILL REIGNS

Head to Atlantic Station this spring to see the
largest national monument built in the states since
the Jefferson Memorial. That’s right. In May, the
doors will officially open to The Millennium Gate,
a massive 72-foot-tall Roman-style arch that will
feature a museum dedicated to 19 Atlanta families
(including the Kings and the Woodruffs) that
contributed to the city’s development, plus a worldclass sculpture by artist Alexander Stoddard. Watch
out, Paris, we’re giving your Arc de Triomphe a run for
its money. www.atlanticstation.com.

He was born here, preached here and is buried
here. But when the words of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., including drafts of his famous “I Have
A Dream” speech, were up for auction at
Sotheby’s in 2006, a group of Atlanta businesses
and city leaders led by Mayor Shirley Franklin
weren’t going to let the documents leave town.
Instead, the coalition purchased the King
Papers from the family and donated them to
King’s alma mater, Morehouse College.
404.526.8900 or www.thekingcenter.org.
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